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Why consider disease & IAS together?
Developing issues — similarities (and differences)

Disease references in instruments by year
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Invasive alien species have been
a major cause of extinction.
Awareness ... is increasing, but
effective implementation of
preventative measures is lacking. “

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Newly emergent (and re-emergent)
diseases widespread in recent
decades

e.g. total number of HPAI outbreaks
since 2000 has exceeded all those in
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The Invasive Non-Native
Species Framework Strategy
for Great Britain

Strategic approaches
Prevention

Early detection, surveillance, monitoring
and rapid response

Mitigation, control and eradication
Building awareness and understanding
Legislative framework

Research

Information exchange and integration



Strategic approaches

MEA decisions stress need for holistic and integrated
policies

which need to include all parts of country (UK issues
re OTs and CDs??) —
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Prevention Biosecurity and

preventlng dlsease -

e ...is better than cure

Peace Qf mind, a healthier ﬂock and
a more viable busmess

. ) . . Protect your birds from
* BIOSECUI‘Ity needs is a Major message thE __FISk of bird flu

for both disease and IAS

— but often difficult to sell: lots of effort for a Bcssurty Il ing good Pgene o edcs e sk ofanmal
negative result

you can 1ake to help protact themn from diseases lke bird flu.
For exampls:
= Kaep your birds away from wild birds as much & possible.

= kesp bird fead and any standirg water frae from
contamination by wild birds and other animals.

— economic analysis to demonstrate benefits e Aok ume ym hmu, coifes anc o e

clean before and after contact with your birds.

of ‘free’ status would be helpful vitars sheuld d e same,

B wgllant] If you suspact your birds are sick, contact your wet.
Good blosecurty makes sense at all timas.

For Information about bird flu ard Blosecurity, visit the Defra websie
atwhererdefra.gocuk or phore 06459 33 55 77

 Prevention/control needs to be more

routinely included in site management -\ g
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Early detection, surveillance, monitoring
and rapid response
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Mitigation, control and eradication

e Long term approaches necessary

— Need to ensure sustainability of funding - issues?



Building awareness and understanding

e H5N1 media
feeding
frenzy
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Gun securty at
Chunnel a farce
Sy investigator
smuggles pistal
like killer Pach

You are a real
sicko, Wenger
Furious Jose
brands Gunners
rival a 'waoyeur!

Now Robbie's a
Goi boy of rock
Williarms joins
with Doherty to
model clothes

BUY today"s Sun to read lags doing hirds

SUN WEEKLY EMAIL CONTACT US

The ducks of death

Fowl fear ...

From NICK PARKER, Chief

our montage of migrating ducks

No jabs to
save us
from virus

Q: Is there a jab against
bird flu?

A: Mo, Scientists can only
start waork on & vaccine if
the virus makes the jurmp
to hurnans, The only
hope of fighting it is by
stockpiling antiviral drugs
like Tamiflu to ease
syrmiptoms,

Q: Are humans atrisk?

A: Bird flu has killed 65
people in Asia, all caught
it on farms. But expers

FULL NEWS INDEX

Chunnel security shambles =
Cabinet blanks Blunkett
Terrorists' deaths brag

Z babies from Z wombs

Foreign Correspondent in
Ceamurlia, Romania, and
MNEIL SYSON in Turkey

fear the flu will mutate
and jurnp between
hurnans, It would be
potentially deadly, and

anvaad ranidlu.
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MILLIONS of pounds of taxpayers’ money odlands provide essential habits. For

have, ironically, made the West Country an many]birds, it is vital breeding area.

ideal port of entry to the avian flu virus. ayee flocks also moved into nearby Bridg-
After years of declining wildfowl popula- watgr Bay, protected for its wildlife under the

Nons caused by intensive farming on the fopean convention, and to Slimbridge and

Some Levels, one of Europe’s last fther margins of the Severn estuary, as well
great wedlands, conservation organisatis as the huge Exe estuary in Devon.

launched a masstve-peagramme-tettn back Species which spend in the summer in
the clock across the area's 150,000 acres. those parts of northern Russia where the

Farmers have been gompensated for revert- virus has been confirmed and which regu-
ing to low-intensity ming and many are larly fly in to breed in the South West in-
now paid to allow theif land to shallow-flood clude mallard, teal, potchard, widgeon, bar-
in winter, turning thelarea into a magnet for tailed godwit, lapwing and even starlings.
Europe’s flocks of wading and wildfowl. Tens of thousands of lapwing alone make
Winter bird populations have rocketed in the the arduous journey.

“Whether any of those birds will actually
make the journey this winter depends on a
number of factors such as the weather and
food supplies.

“But we know from ringing records that
there is certainly a theoretical risk.

“If conditions stay fairly mild then a lot of
them will winter further north and east and
we won't see any major movements in the
autumn. But you also get movements later
in the winter if there is a sudden cold snap,
which will see the birds heading south and
west again.

“But by then it will have been a long time
since any were in the infected areas, and

last 15 years as the sh grassland, ditches Ian Carter, from English Heritage, said: any that were infected should have died.”

“Millions of pounds of * Misinformed public leads to:
taxpayer’s money — Direct economic impact on

have, ironically, made
the West Country an
Ideal port of entry to

conservation NGOs

e Major new media guidance &
background briefings from AEWA,

the avian flu virus CMS & Ramsar on HPAI H5N1



Could our public
‘outreach’ be better?

Much public
misunderstanding about
differences between
conservation, welfare and
aesthetics

Other publics (e.g. Australia)
much better informed re
need for non-native control
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Legislative frameworks e e Nonnatie

Species Framework Strategy
for Great Britain

e GB Non-natives Framework

— All-lreland Framework under

discussion B LR A
—_— OTS & C D S ? ? Protecting our natural heritage from invasive species
<

eren ek The: Scot

i

e DEFRA Wildlife Health Strategy
— England only

— Responsibility for diseases with conservation
implications?

— Resourcing?



Research

Underpins all risk assessments and responses (e.g. is control
feasible? How to do it?)

Impacts and implications of wildlife diseases especially poorly
understood: a research priority

Strongly stressed by all MEAs

— Are those processes that prioritise UK government research
prioritisation sensitive enough to (international) priorities for
biodiversity??



Information exchange and integration:
international

RAmsar

u Task Force gives essential

communication between relevant
MEAs and IGOs
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AEWA endorsed TC conclusions and
recommendations

CBD e

e Scientific Task Force on Al & Wild Birds

- multi-organisational forum
- a model?
- CMS CoP 9 called for a Wildlife Disease Task Force



Information exchange and integration:
international

HPAI H5N1: Ramsar’s ‘Guide to Guidance’

MAJOR THEME3

— Organised by issue and risk state

H5N1 Risk assessment guidelines
for wetland site managers (Ramsar)

Which dead “duck” was it? - enhancing data quality
— new Ramsar & AEWA guidance re species identification
— Task Force & OIE developing more precise international reporting



Information exchange and integration:
international

IAS: Commission Communication: “Towards an EU Strategy on
Invasive Species” (December 2008)

“Halting the loss of biodiversity in the EU will not be possible
without tackling IAS in a comprehensive manner.”

“At present the Community is unable to deal with IAS efficiently and
biodiversity-rich areas, e.g. EU overseas entities, do not receive
appropriate attention.”

“Policy consistency between most MS is low or non-existent.
Therefore the situation is likely to get worse.”



UK Ornithological Expert Panel:

- ornithologists and animal health specialists
from NGO sector and across government

- recommended to Ramsar Parties as good

practice model

The Scottish
Government ENGLAND

SSSSSSSS

NATURAL Q
HERITAGE

G RSPB

Non-Native Species Mechanism

Programme Board
Secretariat
Risk Analysis Panel

Stakeholder Forum

Ensure we learn from
the success of OEP
and other existing UK
fora?




Key delivery mechanism for GB of international IAS obligations

wWww.nonnativespecies.org

Is the evidence-base

The Invasive Non-Native sufficient to support

Species Framework Strategy Framework requirements?
for Great Britain

2. Overseas Territories and
Crown Dependencies: need
for equivalent policy
frameworks
— Different approaches needed

— Value of regional projects
Protecting our natural heritage from invasive species (South Atlantic Invasive
Species Project)

U | - The Scoltish
ot Py Gvarmment

9% B4 defrad



The big cross-cutting issues

* Training and “capacity development”
— Big issue for disease and |IAS control/prevention

— Building the issue into people’s work programmes
/skill-sets

— Incorporate in site management planning

o fIffffffffffffffffff!
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