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JNCC’s Conservation advice for offshore
MPAS:

* why we provide it
° what we provide
* how we provide it
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Why we provide
conservation advice

JNCC is named in these legal instruments
with a clear obligation to advise authorities
on the conservation of all UK offshore
MPAS:

Regulation 18 of the Offshore
Regulations for European Marine Sites
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Section 127 of the Marine & Coastal
Access Act for MCZ & Nature
Conservation MPAs.




@INCC

Joint Nature Conservation Committee

Regulation 18 of The Offshore Regs

“As soon as is reasonably practicable after a European offshore
marine site has been included in the register, the Joint Nature
Conservation Committee must

establish conservation objectives for the site and notify those
objectives to such competent authorities as it considers
appropriate; and

advise such competent authorities as it considers appropriate of
any operations which in its opinion may adversely affect the
integrity of the site.”
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JNCC may give advice and guidance as to:
(a) the matters which are capable of damaging or otherwise affecting any
protected feature or features;
(b) the matters which are capable of affecting any ecological or
geomorphological process on which the conservation of any protected
feature or features is (wholly or in part) dependent;
(c) how any conservation objectives stated for an MCZ may be furthered,
or how the achievement of any such objectives may be hindered,;
(d) how the effect of any activity or activities on an MCZ or MCZs may be
mitigated,;
(e) which activities are, or are not, of equivalent environmental benefit (for
the purposes of section 126(7)(c)) to any particular damage to the
environment (within the meaning of that provision).
Under subsection 2, advice or guidance may be given:

either in relation to a particular MCZ or MCZs or generally;

either to a particular public authority or authorities or generally.
Under subsection 3 INCC must give advice to a public authority if the
authority requests 1 t."7
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Why we provide conservation advice

* To set out the conservation aims for offshore MPAS

* To help sea users and decision-makers understand the
possible impacts of their activities on offshore MPAs

* To help the decision-makers manage human activities so
that offshore MPAs can achieve their conservation aims



What conservation advice oJNCC
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http://ijncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6895
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ABOUT JNCC UK EUROPEAN EVIDENCE

Home > Manne > Marine Protected Areas > Offshore MPAs

Marine Offshore Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)

» Marine Protected Areas
This page provides links to Site Information Centres which have been developed for designated offshore MPAs in the UK. If you are

looking for information about MPAS in a given region, please see our UK Offshore MPA map. Alternatively, information about MPAs
located in both territorial and offshore waters is available on the JNCC interactive map.

« Interactive Map

» Overview

» The MPA Network

v Offshore MPAs
= Atlantic NW Approaches
+ Eastern Channel
« Irish Sea

» Minches and Western
Scotland

» Northern North Sea
» Scottish Continental Shelf
» Southern North Sea

- Western Channel and Celtic
Sea

» Conservation Advice
» Marine Survey
» Marine Advice

» Marine Habitats

e Marina Chaniae

Anton Dohrn Seamount cSAC/SCI
Bassurelle Sandbank cSAC/SCI
Braemar Pockmarks SAC
Central Fladen NCMPA
Croker Carbonate Slabs cSAC/SCI
Darwin Mounds SAC

Dogger Bank cSAC/SCI
East of Gannet and Montrose Fields NCMPA

East of Haig Fras MCZ
East Rockall Bank cSAC/SCI

Fames East MCZ
Faroe-Shetland Sponge Belt NCMPA
Eirth of Forth Banks Complex NCMPA

Fulmar MCZ

Geikie Slide and Hebridean Slope NCMPA

Zraatar Hain Crac M7

To access the Site Information Centres, please click on the relevant link below

MNorth-West Orkney NCMPA
North-West of Jones Bank MCZ

North-West Rockall Bank cSAC/SCI

Norwegian Boundary Sediment Plain NCMPA

Offshore Brighton MCZ
Offshore Qverfalls MCZ
Outer Thames Estuary SPA
Pisces Reef Complex cSAC/SCI
Pabie Bank Reef cSAC/SCI
Rosemary Bank Seamount NCMPA

Scanner Pockmark SAC
Solan Bank Reef cSAC/SCI
South Dorset MCZ
South-West Deeps (West) MCZ
Stanton Banks SAC

Cwallran Sand MOT
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20 Offshore MPASs for
" swhich JNCC provides
~~ & conservation advice

--------- Territorial Seas

Offshore MCZs
(Marine Conservation Zones)

Offshore NCMPAs
(Nature Conservation MPAs)
Offshore SPAs

D (Special Protection Areas)

Offshore SACs
D (Special Areas of Conservation)
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JNCC’s Site Information Centres

° Site maps & images
°* Downloadable spatial data
* Site description

* Documentation
U Designation order
U Site summary document

* Site timeline (key milestones)

* Tabs setting out: site evidence, assessments, activities
and management, conservation advice and monitoring
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ABOUT JNCC UK

Home > Marine > Marine Protected Areas

¥ Marine Protected Areas
= Interactive Map
= Overview
» The MPA Network
» Offshore MPAs
» Conservation Advice
» Marine Survey
» Marine Advice
» Marine Habitats
» Marine Species

» Marine Biodiversity
Monitoring

» Marine Assessments
» Marine Pressures & Impacts

JNCC is a statutory adviser to UK Government and devolved administrations

powered by Coogle ™

EVIDENCE

The Canyons MPA

Status: Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ)

The Canyons MCZ is located in the far south-west
corner of the UK continental shelf and is unigue
within the context of England’s largely shallow
seas due to its depth, sea-bed topography and the
coral reef feature it contains.

The site lies st the edge of the shelf, which drops sway stesply to the
oceanic abyssal plain st 2000m, giving rise to festures such as desp-sea
bed and cold-water coral resf. There are two large canyons within the site,
which add to its topographic complexity: the Explorer Canyon to the north
and the Dangaard Canyon below it. A patch of live desp-water coral resf
[Lopheiia perfuza) has been found on the northermnmost wall of the Explorer
Canyon, which is the onfy known example of this recorded in England’s
=sess. Resfs of the coral Lophelia perfuza typically supports a range of ather
species by providing & three-dimensional structure that can be used as shelter and an attschment surface.

Maore detsiled site information can be found on the Summary tab below Map aisplaying the MPA boundary
View and downioad spatial darfa for thiz MPA
an the JNCC UK MPA infersctive map.

Legislation behind the designation: Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009)

Protected Features

EUNIS Code: Protected Features Feature Type General Management Approach
(to achieve conservation objective)
Recover to Favourable Condition

Recover to Favourable Condition

Broad-Scale Habitat
Feature of Conservation
Importance

Ab: Deep-sea bed
Cold-water coral reefs

Conservation Objectives

The overarching consenvation objectives for the designsted features of all protected sites in UK offshore waters is to ensure they either
remain in, or reach favourable condition. The ability of a designated festure to remain in, or reach fevoursble condition can be sffected by
its sensitivity 1o pressures associsted with activities taking place within or in close prodimity to a protected site.

Specific information on the conservation objectives relating to this MCZ is provided in the Conservation Advice tab.
Site Timeline

The diagram below is a summary of the key milestones invohved in the selection and designation of The Canyons MCZ. More detsil can
be found within the relevant documentation listed below and Annex 3 of the JNCC Advice on possible offshore Marine Conservation Zones

JNCC

t Nature Conservation Committee



Summary | Evidence | Conservation Advice | Activities and Management | Monitoring | Assessment

MPA Conservation Advice

Conservation objectives
Conservation objectives set out the desired state for the protected features of an MPA.

The conservation objectives for the protected features of an MPA are useful if you are:

« planning measures to conserve the site and its protected features;

« manitaring the coandition of the protected features; or

« developing, proposing or assessing an activity, plan or project that may affect the protected features of the site
The Conservation Objective for the protected features of this MCZ is:

Subjectto natural change, the AG: Deep-sea bed and Cold-water coral reefs features are to remain in or be brought into
favourable condition, such that for each of these features:

« its extentis stable arincreasing; and

« its structures and functions, its quality, and the compasition ofits characteristic biological communities are such as to

ensure thatitis in a condition which is healthy and not deteriorating.

Maore information regarding the conservation abjectives for the protected features of The Canyons MCZ is available in the site
Designation Order, In addition to the conservation objectives above, General Management Approaches (GMAs) have been
set by JNCC for each feature which provide a view as to whether a feature needs to be maintained in or be brought into
favourable condition i.e. recover, based on our knowledge about its condition. For mare information an the General
IManagement Approach for MCZs see Defra’s MCZ Designation Explanatory Naote.

The GMAs for the protected features of the MPA are:

Deep-sea bed: Recover to favourable condition
Cold-water coral reefs: Recover to favourable condition

IMore information on the GMA for the features in The Canyons MCZ is provided in JNCC's Tranche 1 post-consultation advice to
Defra and a summary in the site facisheet.

Advice on operations

Section 127 ofthe Marine & Coastal Access Act (2009) states that JNCC may provide advice and guidance regarding matters
capable of damaging or otherwise affecting the protected features of an MCZ.

JNCC has published the following advice on activities which are capable of damaging or otherwise affecting protected features
in MCZs:

« MCZ Fisheries Advice (joint advice with Natural England);
« MCZ Licensed Activities Advice (joint advice with Natural England); &
» Advice on conservation objectives for the protected features in Tranche 1 MCZs

JNCC provides a list of activities occurring within The Canyons MCZ and information an management within the activities and
management tab. JNCC has provided this to aid the cumulative assessment of impacts of human activities within the site.
While every attempt has been made to ensure this information is accurate and kept up-to-date, the list is not to be considered
exhaustive or definitive. The list does not, for example, include activities accurring of-site which may also be capable of
affecting the protected features.

Far the most up-to-date information about the biological communities present within the site and their spatial distribution,
please see the evidence tab. Sensitivity information for the protected features within the site can be found in a Technical
Report commissioned by Defra to support the MCZ designation process.

The information containad within the evidence tab, the activities and management tab, the above Technical Report and the
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Background to
conservation advice

General Management
Approach for each
feature

Links to:

Conservation objectives for
the site in Designation
Order

Post-consultation advice to
Defra

Advice on Fisheries &
Licensed activities
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How we provide conservation advice

Based on our understanding of:

U site ecology,
U condition of the protected habitats and species &
U how activities can impact features within sites
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How we provide conservation advice

Sensitivity
assessments

JNCC’s Pressures

Activities Database

(MarLIN/MB0102)

Table 1. The pressures to which circalittoral rocky habitats are most sensitive and the type
of human activities thought most likely to create such pressures on the seabed in Secretary
of State Waters

Pressures

Surface abrasion: damage to seabed surface features

Shallow abrasion/penetration: damage to seabed surface and penetration £25mm
Structural abrasion/penetration: Structural damage to seabed >25mm

Physical change (to another seabed type)

Siltation rate changes (low) & (high)

Fhysical removal (extraction of substratum)

Removal of non-target species (lethal)

Activities
e Offshore infrastructure installation
« Maobile bottom-contact fishing practices
¢ Static bottom-contact fishing practices
o Waste disposal



http://www.marlin.ac.uk/
http://sciencesearch.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&Completed=0&ProjectID=16368
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=7136
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=7136
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We are working to improve
our conservation advice

* Improve consistency in content & format

* Be more site-specific and clearer in our advice

* Transparent about the evidence we use and how we use it
* Keep advice up-to-date to reflect new information

* Easier to understand

* Generally more helpful to support assessments of impacts from
planned activities
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Gather views on

U Wider T3 options on the table in offshore waters

U the conservation advice feature papers provided for the features
being considered for protection across the T3 options



