
JNCC approach to providing 

conservation advice 



JNCC’s Conservation advice for offshore 

MPAs: 

 

• why we provide it 

• what we provide 

• how we provide it 



Why we provide  

conservation advice 

JNCC is named in these legal instruments 

with a clear obligation to advise authorities 

on the conservation of all UK offshore 

MPAs: 

 

 

Regulation 18 of the Offshore 

Regulations for European Marine Sites 

 

Section 127 of the Marine & Coastal 

Access Act for MCZ & Nature 

Conservation MPAs. 

 

 

 

 



 

Regulation 18 of The Offshore Regs 

 

“As soon as is reasonably practicable after a European offshore 

marine site has been included in the register, the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee must 

 

establish conservation objectives for the site and notify those 

objectives to such competent authorities as it considers 

appropriate; and 

 

advise such competent authorities as it considers appropriate of 

any operations which in its opinion may adversely affect the 

integrity of the site.” 

 



 

 

MCAA Section 127 

JNCC may give advice and guidance as to: 

(a) the matters which are capable of damaging or otherwise affecting any 

protected feature or features; 

(b) the matters which are capable of affecting any ecological or 

geomorphological process on which the conservation of any protected 

feature or features is (wholly or in part) dependent; 

(c) how any conservation objectives stated for an MCZ may be furthered, 

or how the achievement of any such objectives may be hindered; 

(d) how the effect of any activity or activities on an MCZ or MCZs may be 

mitigated; 

(e) which activities are, or are not, of equivalent environmental benefit (for 

the purposes of section 126(7)(c)) to any particular damage to the 

environment (within the meaning of that provision). 

Under subsection 2, advice or guidance may be given: 

either in relation to a particular MCZ or MCZs or generally; 

either to a particular public authority or authorities or generally. 

Under subsection 3 JNCC must give advice to a public authority if the 

authority requests it.” 



Why we provide conservation advice 

• To set out the conservation aims for offshore MPAs 

• To help sea users and decision-makers understand the 

possible impacts of their activities on offshore MPAs 

• To help the decision-makers manage human activities so 

that offshore MPAs can achieve their conservation aims 

 

 

 



http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6895 

What conservation advice  

JNCC provides 



Offshore MPAs for  

which JNCC provides 

conservation advice 



JNCC’s Site Information Centres 

• Site maps & images  

• Downloadable spatial data 

• Site description 

• Documentation  

üDesignation order 

üSite summary document  

• Site timeline (key milestones) 

• Tabs setting out: site evidence, assessments, activities 

and management, conservation advice and monitoring 

 

 





Background to 

conservation advice 

General Management 

Approach for each 

feature 

 

Links to: 

Conservation objectives for 

the site in Designation 

Order 

Post-consultation advice to 

Defra 

Advice on Fisheries & 

Licensed activities 

 



How we provide conservation advice 

Based on our understanding of: 

üsite ecology,  

ücondition of the protected habitats and species & 

ühow activities can impact features within sites 

 

 

 



How we provide conservation advice 

Sensitivity 

assessments 

(MarLIN/MB0102) 

JNCC’s Pressures 

Activities Database 

http://www.marlin.ac.uk/
http://sciencesearch.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&Completed=0&ProjectID=16368
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=7136
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=7136


We are working to improve  

our conservation advice 

• Improve consistency in content & format 

• Be more site-specific and clearer in our advice 

• Transparent about the evidence we use and how we use it 

• Keep advice up-to-date to reflect new information 

• Easier to understand  

• Generally more helpful to support assessments of impacts from 

planned activities 



Aims of Breakout Session B 
 

Gather views on  

 

üWider T3 options on the table in offshore waters 

 

üthe conservation advice feature papers provided for the features 

being considered for protection across the T3 options  

 

 

 

 


