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Brief Background to Anguilla

ÅLocation: 18.1 N 63.2 W

ÅMost Northerly of 

Leeward Islands

ÅBritish Colony since 

1650

Å35sq miles (91km²)

ÅPopulation 12,500    



Main Sources of Revenue

ÅTourism Industry

*EC $85.7M  

ÅConstruction 

Industry

ÅOffshore banking



About Dog Island

ÅLocated 13 NW of 
Anguilla

Å513 Acres (~200 
Hectares) 

ÅUninhabited

ÅPrivately owned ï
Anguilla Development 

Corporation

Apart from thiséé



Dog Island is renowned foré..

its important breeding and nesting habitats 

for seabirds !!!

é.. and



it is a home to one of the largest 

nesting Sooty Tern Colonies in the 

Caribbean Region



Thatôs Right !!!



Future of Dog Island?

Ideal for Eco-tourism

Vision: Creation of a Seabird Paradise



The Problem ?

Private ownership?

Dog island is infested with invasive black rats

(Rattus rattus)

ÅRats are known to:

üimpact birdsô nests

üprevent certain species of birds from nesting on 

islands

üCompletely wipe out some native/endemic birds



The Solution?

ÅConsider doing feasibility study to assess 

the possibility of eradicating rats from Dog 

Island



Action Point

ÅIn May 2007 Feasibility Study 

for eradication of Black Rats 

conducted;

ÅLed by Rat buster Karen 

Varnham

ÅOTEP Project

ÅPartnership Approachï

Anguilla National Trust, 

Department of Environment 

& Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds



Objective

ÅTo confirm the presence of rats on Dog 

Island

Assess impact of rats on nesting seabirds, 

turtle eggs and vegetation

ÅAssess field conditions for possible rat 

eradication 

ÅSurvey seabird populations 



Methodology

ÅSelection of two sites for monitoring rats

ÅUtilized basic rat techniques to trap rats

ÅIdentified species of captured rats

ÅDissected and examined ratsô stomachs

ÅAnalyzed food content in ratsô stomachs

ÅSurveyed seabird populations



Methodology for Bird Survey

ÅUse of Circular plots (32)

Å50 Meters apart

ÅSample plots 50 square meters



Results

13 trapped nights 

42 rats trapped

ÅAll of species Rattus 

rattus



Results

ÅStomach Contents?

Seeds; leaves; berries; remnants of egg



Results 

for 
Seabird Census

Red-billed tropicbird 15 pairs

Masked Booby 42 pairs

Brown Booby 600 pairs

Magnificent frigatebird 310 pairs

Laughing gull 365 pairs

Least Tern 3 pairs

Bridled Terns 46 pairs

Brown Noody 190 pairs

American Oyster catcher 5 pairs

Sooty Tern 113,000+ pairs



Seabird Census

Seabird Species at Dog Island : 2007 Survey
Reb-billed tropicbird

15 pairs
Brown Booby 600

pairs
Magnificent frigatebird

310 pairs
Laughing gull 365

pairs
Least Tern 3 pairs

Bridled Terns 46 pairs

Brown Noody 190

pairs
American Oyster

catcher 5 pairs
Sooty Tern 50,000+

pairs
Masked Booby 20-40

pairs



Eradication of Rats ?

Study concluded that:

VRats are present

VRats are impacting on Birds and 

Vegetation

VPossible to eradicate rats from Dog Island



Recommendations from Study

ÅTerrain makes task labour intensive to rid 

rats-butéé.


