
Title slideInvasive Verts in Cayman Islands





Title slide
Hurricane Ivan- Sept 2004



Hurricane Ivan Picture and Date
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And Karen Varnham! 
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Blue Iguana (Cyclura lewisi)

Blue Iguana (Cyclura lewisi)



Hickatee (Trachemys decussata)



Cayman Parrot 
(Amazona leucocophela caymanensis)



Plan

• Darwin project
• 3 key endemics
• 3 key invasives
• 3 student projects
• 3 key questions

– What’s the damage?
– Where are is it happening?
– What is the magnitude and solution?



Invasives are one of the riders
Leading to pestilence, war, 

famine and death



Invasives

• per Varnham/JNCC
– 8 inverts (? Lack of looking)
– 74 plants (? Under-estimate)
– 27 Vertebrates (possibly growing)

• 2 Amphibians
• 9 Birds
• 6 Mammals
• 10 Reptiles

– 3 of particular interest to CIDoE



Green Iguana (Iguana iguana)



Red-eared Slider (Trachemys scripta)



Monk Parakeet 
(Myiopsitta monachus)



Monk Parakeet 
(Myiopsitta monachus)
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Nicola Simpson



Bethan Parry



Kristan Godbeer
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Monk parakeet nesting sites



Red-eared slider monitoring



Red-eared slider free



Red-eared sliders present!



Iguana monitoring sites



Iguanas not detected



Iguanas detected



Monk parakeet nesting sites



Red-eared sliders present!



Iguanas detected



All 3
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<100 and easy

Low hundreds and 
???

Low thousands and 
very hard



Public opinion
Welfare
Legislation
Hazard
Ecological impact   
-cats
-rats
Feasibility
Finances
Priorities
-cats 
-green iguana
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