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Species Name: Plecotus auritus

Species Code S1326

Member State United Kingdom
Biogeographic regions concerned | ATL

within the Member state

1.1 Range map




1.2 Distribution map
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2.1 Biogeographic region ATL
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Map Data Sources

BATS & The Millennium Link - Bat species distribution in Central Belt of
Scotland (2000 to 2005); Biological Records Centre - Mammals Database
100m; Environment and Heritage Service - Species Dataset; Highland
Biological Recording Group Mammal s dataset; Natural England - Batsites
inventory for Britain (via National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Gateway).

Scottish Natural Heritage bat records: update, J. Haddow (pers. comm).

Bat Conservation Trust - National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) data
to 2005 including: Colony survey (2000 -2005), Hibernation survey (1997-
2005).

Bat Conservation Trust - Distribution atlas of batsin Britain and Ireland
1980-1999, GB data only.

2.3 Range of speciesin the biogeographic region or marineregion

2.3.1 Surface range of the species | 234142

(sq km)

2.3.2 Date of range determination | 1980-2006

2.3.3 Quality of dataconcerning | Moderate

range

2.3.4 Range trend Stable (=)

2.3.5 Range trend magnitude (%) | Not applicable

2.3.6 Range trend period 1980-2006

2.3.7 Reasons for reported trend | Not applicable

2.4 Population

2.4.1 Population size estimation Minimum 245000 Maximum 245000
Units Individuals

2.4_.2 D_ate of population 1999

estimation

2.4.3 Method used for population | 2 - Extrapolation from surveys of part of the popul ation

estimation

2.4.4 Quality of populationdata | Poor

2.4.5 Population trend Stable (=)

2.4.6 Population trend magnitude | Not applicable

(%)

2.4.7 Population trend period 1997-2005

2.4.8 Reasons for reported trend | 1 - Improved knowledge/more accurate data; 3 - Direct human influence; 4 -

Indirect anthropo or zoogenic influence;

2.4.9 Justification of % thresholds
for trends (optional)

Not applicable




2.4.10 Main pressures

151 - Removal of hedges and copses; 160 - Genera Forestry management;
164 - Forestry clearance; 165 - Removal of undergrowth; 166 - Removal of
dead and dying trees; 167 - Exploitation without replanting; 490 - Other
urbanisation, industrial and similar activities; 502 - routes, autoroutes; 624 -
mountaineering, rock climbing, speliology; 803 - infilling of ditches, dykes,
ponds, pools, marshes or pits;

2.4.11 Threats

151 - Removal of hedges and copses; 160 - Genera Forestry management;
164 - Forestry clearance; 165 - Removal of undergrowth; 166 - Removal of
dead and dying trees; 167 - Exploitation without replanting; 490 - Other
urbanisation, industrial and similar activities; 502 - routes, autoroutes; 624 -
mountaineering, rock climbing, speliology; 803 - infilling of ditches, dykes,
ponds, pools, marshes or pits;

2.5 Habitat for the speciesin the biogeographic region or marineregion

2.5 Habitats for the species

P. auritus requires a complex mosaic of habitats to support foraging,
roosting and commuting behaviour. Boye & Dietz (2005) provide a good
overview of this species habitat requirements.

Deciduous forests with different ages of trees are preferred as foraging
habitats, but less structured woodlands (including coniferous forests), forest
edges, bushes and hedges, orchards, parks and gardens are used for insect
hunting, where the highly manoeuvrable species can glean insects from the
foliage. The species aso likesto have a source of water nearby maternity
roosts.

Individual home ranges are related to habitat structures and prey abundance
and vary between one and 40 hectares. Individual foraging areas overlap to a
minor extent and during foraging flights bats usually stay close to the roost,
travelling a maximum distance of about 3 kilometres, with core areas up to
1.5 kilometres from the roost.

P. auritusisawoodland bat that naturaly roostsin tree holes, but has
adapted very well to using loft spaces of large old buildings such as
churches, barns and old houses. The speciesis aso frequently found in bat
boxes where they are located in woodland. Colonies move roosts regularly
throughout the summer when roosting in woodlands, but tend to be highly
philopatric to building roosts.

Winter roosts are in caves, mines and cellars, where, animals prefer a
temperature around 7°C, and occasionally in tree holes.

2.5.2 Area estimation (sg km) Unknown

2.5.3 Date of estimation 2006

2.5.4 Quality of data Poor

2.5.5 Trend of the habitat Unknown (X)

2.5.6 Trend period 1990-1998

2.5.7 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable

2.6 Future prospects

2.6 Euture prospects for the Good prospects_Species expected to survive and prosper
species

2.7 Complementary information




2.7.1 Favourablereference range | 234142
(sq km)

2.7.2 Favourable reference 200000
population

2.7.3 Suitable Habitat for the Unknown
species

2.7.4 Other relevant information

2.8 Conclusions

(assessment of conservation status at end of reporting period)

(2.3) Range

(FV) - Favourable

(2.4) Population

(FV) - Favourable

(2.5) Habitat for the species

(XX) - Unknown

(2.6) Future prospects

(FV) - Favourable

Overall assessment

(FV) - Favourable




