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Species Name: Rhinolophus ferrumequinum

Species Code S1304
Member State United Kingdom

Biogeographic regions concerned | ATL
within the Member state

1.1 Range map




1.2 Distribution map

2.1 Biogeographic region
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2.3 Range of speciesin the biogeographic region or marineregion

2.3.1 Surface range of the species | 50543

(s km)

2.3.2 Date of range determination | 1990-2006

2.3.3 Quality of dataconcerning | Moderate

range

2.3.4 Range trend Stable (=)

2.3.5 Range trend magnitude (%) | Not applicable

2.3.6 Range trend period 1990-2006

2.3.7 Reasonsfor reported trend | Not applicable

2.4 Population

2.4.1 Population size estimation Minimum 6600 Maximum Unknown
Units Individuals

2.4.2 D_ate of population 2005

estimation

2.4_.3 Method used for population | 3 - From comprehensive inventory

estimation

2.4.4 Quality of populationdata | Good

2.4.5 Population trend Stable (=)

2.4.6 Population trend magnitude | Not applicable

(%)

2.4.7 Population trend period 1998-2005

2.4.8 Reasons for reported trend

3 - Direct human influence;




2.4.9 Justification of % thresholds
for trends (optional)

Not Applicable

2.4.10 Main pressures

101 - Modification of cultivation practices; 110 - Use of pesticides; 140 -
Grazing; 151 - Removal of hedges and copses; 160 - General Forestry
management; 164 - Forestry clearance; 490 - Other urbanisation, industrial
and similar activities; 624 - mountaineering, rock climbing, speliology;

2.4.11 Threats

110 - Use of pedticides; 141 - Abandonment of pastoral systems; 164 -
Forestry clearance; 624 - mountaineering, rock climbing, speliology;

2.5 Habitat for the speciesin the biogeographic region or marineregion

2.5 Habitats for the species

R. ferrumequinum mainly occupies altitudes from sea level and lowlands,
usually below 800m. The species requires amosaic of grazed pasture and
woodlands within aradius of 4km from roost sites. This should provide
enough food during the spring and summer months for pregnant and
lactating females, as well asfor the young on their early foraging flights;
usually within 1km from the roost. The ideal habitat is a landscape of
permanent pasture and ancient, deciduous woodland, linked with an
abundance of tall bushy hedges with a good supply of insect food (Ransome
1997; 2000).

A study on the preferred habitat of R. ferrumequinum carried out over a
number of different sites suggestsin order of preference, habitats most often
visited are: Cattle pastures (39%) > Ancient semi-natural woodland (19%) >
Meadows (10%) = Other pastures (10%) > Broad |eaved woodlands >
Others (Ransome & McOwat 1994). The order of preference changes
throughout the seasons with woodlands being utilised more frequently in
cooler months, possibly asthey maintain a1 — 1.50C higher temperature
than open pasture which may be enough to encourage insect flight.

R. ferrumequinum has quite specific roosting requirements. Maternity roosts
are usually in attics of old buildings, but also caves and mineswill be
utilised. The species hibernates underground in caves and disused mines and
occasionally cellars and tunnels. It prefers warmer sites than those chosen by
other bat species, 110C in October down to 70C in February (Ransome,
1990) ideally with a high humidity >90% (Harris et a. 1995). If the
temperature fluctuates individual s will awake from hibernation to search for
amore suitable site. When hibernating they are especially prone to arousal
by lights or noises when at 90C or above, or at dusk (Corbett & Harris
1992). R. ferrumequinum is very faithful to its roosts and hibernation sites
are generally close to maternity roosts.

2.5.2 Area estimation (sgq km) Unknown

2.5.3 Date of estimation 05/2007

2.5.4 Quality of data Poor

2.5.5 Trend of the habitat Unknown (X)

2.5.6 Trend period 1990-2000

2.5.7 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable

2.6 Future prospects

2.6 Euture prospects for the Good prospects_Species expected to survive and prosper
species

2.7 Complementary information




2.7.1 Favourablereferencerange | 50543
(sq km)

2.7.2 Favourable reference 8800
population

2.7.3 Suitable Habitat for the Unknown
species

2.7.4 Other relevant information

2.8 Conclusions

(assessment of conservation status at end of reporting period)

(2.3) Range

(FV) - Favourable

(2.4) Population

(U1+) - Inadequate but improving

(2.5) Habitat for the species

(XX) - Unknown

(2.6) Future prospects

(U1+) - Inadequate but improving

Overall assessment

(U1+) - Inadequate but improving




