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Species Name: Dermochelys coriacea  

1. National level 
Species Code S1223 

Member State United Kingdom 

Biogeographic regions concerned 
within the Member state 

MATL 

1.1 Range map 

 



1.2 Distribution map 

 

2. Biogeographic level 
2.1 Biogeographic region MATL  

2.2 Published sources and/or 
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2.3 Range of species in the biogeographic region or marine region 

2.3.1 Surface range of the species 
(sq km) 

Unknown 

2.3.2 Date of range determination 05/2007 

2.3.3 Quality of data concerning 
range 

Poor 

2.3.4 Range trend Unknown (X) 

2.3.5 Range trend magnitude (%)  Not applicable 

2.3.6 Range trend period 1994-2006 

2.3.7 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable 

2.4 Population   

Minimum Unknown Maximum Unknown 2.4.1 Population size estimation 

Units      

2.4.2 Date of population 
estimation 

05/2007 

2.4.3 Method used for population 
estimation 

1 - Based on expert opinion 

2.4.4 Quality of  population data Poor 

2.4.5 Population trend Unknown (X) 

2.4.6 Population trend magnitude 
(%) 

Not applicable  

2.4.7 Population trend period 1994-2006 

2.4.8 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable 

2.4.9 Justification of % thresholds 
for trends (optional) 

Not applicable 

2.4.10 Main pressures 210 - Professional fishing; 211 - fixed location fishing; 213 - drift-net 
fishing;  

2.4.11 Threats 210 - Professional fishing; 211 - fixed location fishing; 213 - drift-net 
fishing;  

2.5 Habitat for the species in the biogeographic region or marine region 

2.5 Habitats for the species Leatherback turtles visit UK waters during their foraging migrations. The 
wide-ranging extent of these migrations is only recently becoming apparent 
through tagging studies. They feed exclusively on jellyfish and other 
gelatinous zooplankton throughout their life cycle (Davenport, 1998) and 
UK waters offer a rich foraging habitat (Hays et al. 2004a). Associations 
between leatherback turtles and jellyfish concentrations have been reported 
and are the focus of current research interest (Houghton et al 2006, Witt et al 
2006). 
 
Leatherback turtles exhibit physiological and anatomical adaptations (large 
body size, insulating thick fat deposits, counter-current heat exchangers) that 
are unique among reptiles and allows them to conserve heat and maintain a 
warm core even in cool surrounding waters (Frair et al. 1972, Paladino 
1990). Nonetheless, cold temperatures remain an ultimate physiological 
barrier to their northerly distribution. Some individuals have been recorded 



in much cooler waters such as in Iceland and Norway, but these are 
considered to be exceptions (McMahon and Hays 2006). Indeed recent 
studies have suggested that the waters of the UK represent the northerly limit 
of routine seasonal leatherback foraging migrations (McMahon and Hays 
2006, Witt et al. 2006).  
 
Leatherback turtles breed in the tropics where females nest every two to 
three years. 

2.5.2 Area estimation (sq km) Unknown 

2.5.3 Date of estimation 05/2007 

2.5.4 Quality of data Poor 

2.5.5 Trend of the habitat Unknown (X) 

2.5.6 Trend period 1994-2006 

2.5.7 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable 

2.6 Future prospects 

2.6 Future prospects for the 
species 

Unknown 

2.7 Complementary information 

2.7.1 Favourable reference range 
(sq km) 

Unknown 

2.7.2 Favourable reference 
population 

  

2.7.3 Suitable Habitat for the 
species  

Unknown  

2.7.4 Other relevant information  

2.8 Conclusions 
(assessment of conservation status at end of reporting period) 

(2.3) Range (XX) - Unknown 

(2.4) Population (XX) - Unknown 

(2.5) Habitat for the species (XX) - Unknown 

(2.6) Future prospects (XX) - Unknown 

Overall assessment (XX) - Unknown 
 


