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Species Name: Vertigo moulinsiana  

1. National level 
Species Code S1016 

Member State United Kingdom 

Biogeographic regions concerned 
within the Member state 

ATL 

1.1 Range map 

 



1.2 Distribution map 

 

2. Biogeographic level 
2.1 Biogeographic region ATL  

2.2 Published sources and/or 
websites 

BAKER, R. & HOWLETT, D. 1997. Norfolk Biodiversity Action Plan for 
Vertigo moulinsiana (Oupuy). Unpublished report. Ted Ellis Trust/English 
Nature. 
 
BBONT. 1997. A species action plan for Desmoulin’s whorl snail (Vertigo 
moulinsiana) in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Unpublished 
report by BBONT & English Nature, Berkshire.  
 
CAMERON, R.A.D. 1992. Vertigo moulinsiana, V. IiIljeborgi and others in 
Shropshire. Journal of Conchology, London, 34: 186. 
 
CAMERON, R.A.D. 1992. A survey of six marshes in Shropshire for land 
molluscs. Joint Nature Conservation Committee Report. 130. Peterborough: 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee. 
 



CHATFIELD, J. 1997. Field work on the River Itchen to search for Vertigo 
moulinsiana, 26/27 March 1996. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: Surveys and 
studies commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research Reports. 217. 
Ed. C.M. Drake, pp. 5-8. 
 
CHATFIELD, J. 1997. Survey for Vertigo moulinsiana at Chilbolton 
Common. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: Surveys and studies commissioned in 
1995-96. English Nature Research Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. Drake, pp. 2-4. 
 
CHATFIELD, J.E. 1997. Desmoulin's whorl snail (Vertigo moulinsiana) at 
selected sites in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Hampshire. Unpublished report. 
English Nature. 
DAVIS, S.G. 1957. Notes on Vertigo moulinsiana (Dupuy) in Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight. Journal of Conchology, 24: 192. 
 
DAVIS, S.G. 1957. Vertigo moulinsiana (Dupuy) in Dorset. Journal of 
Conchology, 24: 193-194. DRAKE, C.M. (Ed.). 1997. Vertiqo moulinsiana: 
Surveys and studies commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research 
Reports. 217. English Nature. 
 
DRAKE, C.M. 2000. A review of the status, distribution and habitat 
requirements of Vertigo moulinsiana in England. Journal of Conchology, 36: 
63-79. 
 
DRAKE, C.M. 2005. Records of rare aquatic molluscs in Norfolk grazing 
marshes. Trans. Norfolk Norwich Nat Soc. 38. 48-53. 
 
ENGLISH NATURE. 2001. Desmolin’s whorl snail: a rare European snail. 
English Nature,  Peterborough. 
 
HIGHWAYS AGENCY. 1996. A34 Newbury bypass agreed action plan for 
Vertigo moulinsiana. Unpublished report, Highways Agency, Birmingham. 
 
HOLYOAK, G.A. 2003. Habitats of Vertigo moulinsiana (Gastropoda: 
Vertiginidae) in Cornwall. Journal of Conchology, 38: 79-86. 
 
HOLYOAK, D.T., HOLYOAK, G.A. & WILLING, M.J. 2001. Distribution 
of Desmoulin’s Whorl Snail Vertigo moulinsiana (Gastropoda) on the River 
Frome, Dorset. Unpublished report to the Environment Agency, Blandford 
Forum. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1991. The Mollusca of East Walton Common. Invertebrate 
Site Register Report. 3. Peterborough: Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1992. The land and freshwater molluscs of Suffolk. Ipswich, 
Suffolk Naturalists Society. KILLEEN, I.J. 1996. A34 Newbury bypass 
factual report. Survey for the snail Vertigo moulinsiana. Unpublished report. 
Highways Authority. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1997. An assessment of the status and distribution of the 
terrestrial pulmonate snail Vertigo moulinsiana (Dupuy) in the Kennet and 
Lambourn Valleys, Berkshire. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: Surveys and studies 



commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. 
Drake, pp. 9-24. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1997. Further survey of the River Avon and tributaries 
(Wiltshire/Hampshire) and associated wetland habitats to assess their 
importance for the snail Vertigo moulinsiana. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: 
Surveys and studies commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research 
Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. Drake, pp. 42-43. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1997. A survey of the River Avon and tributaries 
(Wiltshire/Hampshire) and associated wetland habitats to assess their 
importance for the snail Vertigo moulinsiana. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: 
Surveys and studies commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research 
Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. Drake, pp. 25-41. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1997. A survey to determine boundaries of pSSSI for Vertigo 
moulinsiana on the River Bourne, Wiltshire. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: 
Surveys and studies commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research 
Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. Drake, pp. 44-45. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 1998. A survey of Forestry Commission land near Santon 
Downham for the terrestrial mollusc Vertigo moulinsiana. Unpublished 
report. Malacological Services. 
 
KILLEEN, I. J. 2000. Vertigo moulinsiana in Kent. Journal of Conchology, 
37: 81. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 2003. A review of EUHSD Vertigo species in England and 
Scotland (Gastropoda, Pulmonata: Vertiginidae). Heldia, 5: 73-84. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 2003. Ecology of Desmoulin's whorl snail. Conserving 
Natura 2000 Rivers Ecoloqy Series. No. 6. English Nature. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. & WILLING, M.J. 2002. Desmoulin’s Whorl Snail (Vertigo 
moulinsiana) distribution survey of the River Avon cSAC. Unpublished 
report to the Environment Agency, Exeter. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. & MOORKENS, EA 2003. Monitoring Desmoulin's whorl 
snail. Conserving Natura 2000 Rivers Monitoring Series. No. 6. English 
Nature. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. & STEBBINGS, RE. 1997. A34 Newbury bypass. Results of 
monitoring the 
translocated habitat for Vertigo moulinsiana. First annual report. 
Unpublished report. Mott MacDonald, Winchester. 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. & STEBBINGS, RE. 1998. A34 Newbury bypass. Results of 
monitoring the translocated habitat for Vertigo moulinsiana. Second annual 
report. Unpublished report. Mott MacDonald, Winchester. 
 
KILLEEN, I. & STEBBINGS, R.E. 1999. A34 Newbury bypass. Results of 
monitoring the translocated habitat for Vertigo moulinsiana. Third annual 
report. Unpublished report to Mott. MacDonald, Winchester. 



 
KIRBY, P. 1997. Vertigo moulinsiana survey of sites in Hertfordshire and 
Essex, March 1996. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: Surveys and studies 
commissioned in 1995-96. English Nature Research Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. 
Drake, pp. 46-55. 
 
LANGMEAD, L.B. 1946. Vertigo moulinsiana Dupuy in West Sussex. 
Journal of Conchology, 22: 186.  
 
PITCHFORD, G.W. 1969. Vertigo moulinsiana (Dupuy) in Dorset. 
Conchologists' Newsletter, 30: 130. 
 
PLANT, C.W. 1991. Invertebrates at the Frays Farm/Denham Lock 
complex, Middlesex: an assessment. Unpublished report. English Nature. 
 
SEDDON, M.B. 1997. Distribution of Vertigo moulinsiana (Dupuy, 1849) in 
Europe. In: Vertigo moulinsiana: Surveys and studies commissioned in 
1995-96. English Nature Research Reports. 217. Ed. C.M. Drake, pp. 56-68. 
 
STEBBINGS, R.E. & KILLEEN, I.J. 1998. Translocation of habitat for the 
snail Vertigo moulinsiana in England. In: Molluscan conservation: a strategy 
for the 21st Century. Journal of Concholoqy. Special Publication No. 2. Eds. 
I.J. Killeen, M.B. Seddon , & A.M. Holmes, pp. 191-204. Conchological 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 
 
STRATTON, L.W. 1954. The Mollusca of Hertfordshire. Transactions of 
the Hertfordshire Natural History Society, 24: 81-118. 
 
TATTERSFIElD, P. & KILLEEN, I. 2006. Major declines in populations of 
the wetland snail Vertigo moulinsiana in a UK protected wetland site. 
Tentacle. 14 17-18. 
 
TATTERSFIElD, P. & MCINNES, R. 2003. Hydrological requirements of 
Vertigo moulinsiana on three candidate Special Areas of Conservation in 
England (Gastropoda, Pulmonata: Vertiginidae). Heldia, 5: 135-147. 
 
WEIDELI, M. 1993. Pewsey field meeting. Conchologists' Newsletter, 7: 
189-190. 
 
WEIDELI, M. 1995. Field meeting in the Newbury area: 15 October 1995. 
Conchologists' Newsletter, 7: 462-463. 
 
WILLING, M.J. 1991. A molluscan survey of wetlands in the Rother Valley, 
West Sussex. Invertebrate Site Register Report. 6. Peterborough: Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee. 
 
WILLING, M.J. 1992. A molluscan survey of wetlands in the Rother Valley, 
West Sussex (extension report). Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
Report. 76. Peterborough: Joint Nature Conservation Committee.  
 
WILLING, M.J. 1996. Field survey of selected sites on the route of the 
proposed Newbury bypass (16 March 1996). Unpublished report. Friends of 
the Earth. 



 
WILLING, M.J. 1998. A molluscan survey of selected sites around 
Chichester Harbour. A unpublished survey commissioned by Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy 
 
WILLING, M.J. 1999. Bishop’s Waltham Moors: A preliminary molluscan 
survey 1999. An unpublished report for Hampshire Countryside Service, 
Netley Abbey, Southampton 
 
WILLING, M.J. 2002. Bishop’s Waltham Moors: Terrestrial Molluscan 
Survey  
(2000 – 2002). Hampshire County Council, Countryside Service, Netley 
Abbey, Southampton 
  
WILLING, M.J. 1998. A molluscan survey: Lower Avon Valley. 
Unpublished report for the Environment Agency, Blandford Forum. 
 
WILLING, M.J. 2003. A review of the Emu Ltd “Fishbourne Ecological 
Study” December 2002 Draft Report No. 03/j/05/0439/0329 with particular 
reference to Desmoulin’s Whorl Snail Vertigo moulinsiana and giving 
conclusions and recommendations. Unpublished report to Mott MacDonald  
 
WILLING, M.J. 2005a. Fishbourne Reedbed, Chichester Harbour – Vertigo 
moulinsiana. Unpublished report (Contract No. VB.09.M.05.06) to English 
Nature, Lewes. 
 
WILLING, M.J. 2005b. Harlow North: A molluscan survey of selected areas 
to assess status of Vertigo moulinsiana and other rare species of conservation 
importance. A survey commissioned by Ecological Planning & Research 
Ltd., Winchester 
 
WILLING, M.J. 2006. A Molluscan survey for Desmoulin’s Whorl Snail 
Vertigo moulinsiana and the Fine-lined Pea Mussel Pisidium tenuilineatum 
at Upper Woodford (River Avon) & near Dinton (River Nadder). A survey 
commissioned by English Nature as part of the STREAM project (contract 
report no. LIFE05 NAT/UK/)143 – A1/919. Devizes. 
 
WILLING, M.J., HOLYOAK, G. & HOLYOAK. D. T. 2005. Report to the 
Environment Agency on a survey of historic sites for five UK BAP Priority 
Species (Pisidium tenulineatum, Pseudanodonta complanata Segmentina 
nitida, Valvata macrostoma and Vertigo moulinsiana) of Mollusca in the 
South Wessex area, 2004 – 2005. Unpublished report to the Environment 
Agency, Blandford Forum. 
 
Map Data Sources 
 
Conchological Society - Mollusc (non-marine) data for Great Britain and 
Ireland; Natural England - Invertebrate Site Register (via the NBN Gateway) 
 
KILLEEN, I.J. 2000. Vertigo moulinsiana in Kent. Journal of Conchology, 
37, 81-82 
 
HOLYOAK, G.A. 2003. Habitats of Vertigo moulinsiana (Gastropoda: 



Vertiginidae) in Cornwall. Journal of Conchology 38(1): 79-85  

2.3 Range of species in the biogeographic region or marine region 

2.3.1 Surface range of the species 
(sq km) 

17466 

2.3.2 Date of range determination 1990-2002 

2.3.3 Quality of data concerning 
range 

Moderate 

2.3.4 Range trend Stable (=) 

2.3.5 Range trend magnitude (%)  Not applicable 

2.3.6 Range trend period 1960-2002 

2.3.7 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable 

2.4 Population   

Minimum 68 Maximum 68 2.4.1 Population size estimation 

Units Other     

2.4.2 Date of population 
estimation 

1990-2002 

2.4.3 Method used for population 
estimation 

2 - Extrapolation from surveys of part of the population 

2.4.4 Quality of  population data Poor 

2.4.5 Population trend Unknown (X) 

2.4.6 Population trend magnitude 
(%) 

Not applicable  

2.4.7 Population trend period 1994-2006 

2.4.8 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable 

2.4.9 Justification of % thresholds 
for trends (optional) 

Not applicable 

2.4.10 Main pressures 502 - routes, autoroutes; 800 - Landfill, land reclamation and drying out, 
general; 850 - Modification of hydrographic functioning, general; 853 - 
management of water levels; 910 - Silting up; 920 - Drying out; 930 - 
Submersion; 950 - Biocenotic evolution;  

2.4.11 Threats 502 - routes, autoroutes; 800 - Landfill, land reclamation and drying out, 
general; 850 - Modification of hydrographic functioning, general; 853 - 
management of water levels; 910 - Silting up; 920 - Drying out; 930 - 
Submersion; 950 - Biocenotic evolution;  

2.5 Habitat for the species in the biogeographic region or marine region 

2.5 Habitats for the species Vertigo moulinsiana is commonly quoted as requiring unshaded, calcareous 
floodplain 
marshland dominated by large wetland graminoids, especially Glyceria 
maxima, larger Carax 
species, Phragmites and Cladium, in particular areas with groundwater more 
or less at the 
surface and the majority of populations are known from these types of 
habitat. However, 
some recent discoveries have been in other habitats, including densely 
vegetated grazing 
marsh ditches with considerable dense litter, coastal short herb-rich fen 



associated with 
dunes. The common factor at all sites being a sufficiently humid 
environment for the species. 

2.5.2 Area estimation (sq km) Unknown 

2.5.3 Date of estimation 05/2007 

2.5.4 Quality of data Poor 

2.5.5 Trend of the habitat Unknown (X) 

2.5.6 Trend period 2002-2006 

2.5.7 Reasons for reported trend Not applicable 

2.6 Future prospects 

2.6 Future prospects for the 
species 

Good prospects_Species expected to survive and prosper 

2.7 Complementary information 

2.7.1 Favourable reference range 
(sq km) 

17466 

2.7.2 Favourable reference 
population 

  

2.7.3 Suitable Habitat for the 
species  

Unknown  

2.7.4 Other relevant information  

2.8 Conclusions 
(assessment of conservation status at end of reporting period) 

(2.3) Range (FV) - Favourable 

(2.4) Population (XX) - Unknown 

(2.5) Habitat for the species (XX) - Unknown 

(2.6) Future prospects (FV) - Favourable 

Overall assessment (XX) - Unknown 
 


