Wildlife and
Countryside Act
1981
CHAPTER 69

This is an extract from a scanned copy of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as at the time when it
received Royal Assent. The Act remains one of the most important pieces of wildlife legislation in Great
Britain, but it is important to be aware that this document does not represent the Act as it currently
stands.
Please Note:
•

Since the passing of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 there have been various amendments to the
text of the Act, most significantly through the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 (in
England and Wales) and the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (in Scotland), but also through
other legislation including the Local Government Act 1985, the Water Act 1989, and the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 (PLEASE NOTE: This is not a complete list of amending legislation).

•

There have also been changes to the species listed in the schedules, through Variations to the
Schedules Orders. There is a statutory five-yearly review of Schedules 5 and 8 (protected wild animals
and plant respectively), undertaken by the statutory conservation agencies and coordinated through
JNCC, but changes to the Schedules can be made by the Secretary of State at any time, if it is
considered necessary because of a threat of extinction or in response to international obligations.
JNCC maintain a central spreadsheet of conservation designations for all taxa which includes any
changes to the Schedules of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act.

•

When citing any legislation, it is important to check whether any parts of it have been amended (or
repealed) by later Acts or Statutory Instruments. Most UK legislation introduced since 1988 is available
online from the website of the Office of Public Sector Information http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation. If
necessary, a qualified legal adviser should be consulted for definitive guidance over what legislation
may be applicable, and its interpretation.

The remaining parts of this original text of the act can be found at www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3614

