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Defra Update 
 
Natural Environment White Paper update 
Defra is in the process of finalising the Natural Environment White Paper.  A key part of the evidence base for 
the White Paper is the National Ecosystems Assessment (NEA).  The independent co-chairs of the NEA have, in 
agreement with all funders, decided that the NEA will be published in June to allow key stakeholders to be 
briefed on the study, to allow for some additional analysis, and to help allow for further engagement with De-
volved Administrations following their elections. 

The Natural Environment White Paper will therefore now be published in June, after the NEA, to allow for full 
inclusion of the evidence it provides. 

 

New England Biodiversity Strategy update 
Stakeholders have been involved in the development and design of the Strategy from the outset, and many at-
tended a recent workshop held in London on February 25th. Stakeholders were invited to discuss vision, mission 
and priorities for the Strategy before splitting off into breakout groups to discuss delivery on the ground and ways 
of measuring success. 

Work continues on the Strategy taking into account these useful inputs. It is expected to be published in June. 

 

Farmland Vision 
The Farmland Vision paper sets out a vision for farmland biodiversity, identifying its needs and setting out its im-
portance in influencing key policy issues, particularly CAP reform. It represents a significant achievement from 
the England Biodiversity Strategy agriculture workstream. The vision has already been used to inform a meeting 
on 18 January 2011 of the Natural Environment White Paper Ministerial Advisory Panel, and was drawn upon by 
Mark Felton, chair of the agriculture workstream, at a stakeholder meeting on 9 November 2010. 

A copy of the vision can be found here: 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/biostrategy.aspx  

 

Check, Clean, Dry 
Aimed at all those that use waterways for recreation and sport, the ‘Check, Clean, Dry’ campaign will increase 
awareness about how easy it is to unwittingly spread non-native invasive species as they move between differ-
ent bodies of water - such as rowing lakes. 

The campaign seeks to counter the threat to Britain’s economy and wildlife posed by the spread of invasive non-
native species such as the 'killer shrimp'. 

Find out more on the Defra website: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/03/28/aquatic-non-native-species/ 
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Wakefield Metropolitan District Council Land Drainage Section 
Marginal Planting Programme  

 
Starting in 2008 the Council’s Drainage Section (LDS) formally project managed a district wide marginal plant-
ing programme, as part of the Council’s Flood Risk Reduction (FRR) Programme. This represents a significant 
cost effective biodiversity initiative within the Wakefield district. 

Over the last 60 years there has been a loss of the UK’s native pond, wetland and marginal plants from water 
bodies and watercourses due to:  

• filling in and silting up of ponds and wetlands, 

• mining activity, 

• modern farming practices, 

• filling in and culverting of watercourses, 

• pollution and imported invasive species. 

For a few years in the 1990s the Council’s Environment and LDS 
sourced locally pot-grown, native, marginal plants for pond and wet-
land planting although this was subject to limited availability.  

In 2008, to update and identify the local situation, LDS undertook a 
widespread consultation with the Council’s biodiversity officer and 
rangers, members of Wakefield Biodiversity Group, local professional 
ecologists, environmental managers, wildlife trusts and conservation 
groups. All consultees recognised the loss of species across the dis-
trict and the benefit of planting locally sourced, native marginal plants 
around ponds, wetlands and watercourses. 

In 2008 UK Coal’s 60 hectare (150 acre) former Sharlston Colliery site 
gained planning approval to be opencast, landscaped and restored as 
grazing and farmland, with meadow, heathland, ponds and footpaths 
for informal leisure purposes. 

Before works began, UK Coal’s ecologists and members of Wakefield 
Biodiversity group discovered the presence of locally uncommon mar-
ginal plants in shallow wetlands on the Sharlston site. 

Species identified included a number of species of Rush (Juncaceae) 
including Jointed Rush Juncus articulatus, Sedge (Cyperaceae) includ-
ing Common Cotton Grass Eriophorum angustifolium and Common 
Club Rush Shoenoplectus lacustris, as well as two species of Grass 
(Poaceae) including Marsh Foxtail Alopecurus geniculatus. 

UK Coal proposed to translocate and manage these plants during the opencast operation in order to replant 
them in new ponds created on their restored site. 

In May and September 2008, LDS’s contractors removed an estimated total of 15,000 mature marginal plants 
from Sharlston Colliery. BTCV were then commissioned to replant the plants in new ponds and wetlands under 
the Council’s control. The agreement required surplus plants to be returned after 2-3 years for UK Coal to plant 
up their new ponds at Sharlston.  

This approach had the benefits for UK Coal of not having to build a receptor area on site, or manage the plants 
for 1-2 years. This approach was also more economical for the Council than using bought in plants. It also 

©  WMDC 
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Discover Anglesey’s Coastal Nature Reserves 
 

Anglesey’s coastline is full of opportunities to escape in search of stunning scenery and a sense of wilderness. 
Ninety five percent of the island’s 125 mile shoreline has been designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB). Nestling in quiet corners here are some peaceful patches just waiting to be discovered. North Wales Wild-
life Trust manages several such reserves, known collectively as the Anglesey Coastal Nature Reserves. 

 

As spring unfolds the Trust offer plenty 
of opportunities to get out and experi-
ence the sea breeze during a season 
rich in anticipation and wildlife specta-
cles… 

 

Porth Diana is the smallest of the re-
serves and a patchwork of colour in 
summer, including bright yellow gorse 
and the purple hues of heather. Part of a 
network of coastal heathland on the west 
of Holy Island, it is also home to a dainty 
treasure; the Spotted Rock Rose, Angle-
sey’s county flower.  

 

In the south west of the Island, narrow, 
tree-flanked lanes curve inland towards 
Coed Porthamel. As night falls on the 
20th of April we’ll wonder through this 
quiet reserve, torch in hand, keeping a 
keen eye for “Creatures of the Night”.  

 

 A landfill site in the 60s, it’s now a very different place. In a landscape with a paucity of woodland it’s a heaven for 
birds, bats and moths. Venturing through the white carpet of Ramsons during spring, the air is heavy with garlic, 
Old Mans Beard festoons the branches and damp ferns flank the edges of the old quarry. Despite glimpses of its 
past in the form of old bottles poking out of the vegetation, the site has the feel of a temperate jungle. A local ex-
pert will be on hand to help us identify the creatures we encounter.  

 

In the north, Cemlyn’s distinctive shingle ridge and lagoon hosts the only breeding colony of Sandwich Terns in 
Wales and pulses with life all year round; seabirds and coastal plants like Sea Kale in summer, and waders and 
wildfowl in winter. We’ll be calling on all wildlife detectives in June to join us with our annual “Cemlyn Creature 
Count” on the 12th; it’s the perfect opportunity to discover the sheer array of wildlife here. The challenge is to spot 
and identify as many different plants, minibeasts and birds from the lagoon, land and sea, in two hours. Last year 
was our best yet; can we discover more than 200 species this year...?  

 

In the east of the island near Llangoed, Mariandyrys offers fantastic views of Snowdonia, but look around the re-
serve itself and a multi-coloured carpet of wildflower-rich limestone grassland and heath is revealed, resonating 
with the shrills of grasshoppers and buzzing bees. “Mariandyrys Minibeasts Marvel”, July 25th sees us venturing 
out with sweep nets, pots and hand lenses at the ready in an attempt to discover a variety of creepy crawlies.  

 

Terns in Flight ©  Ben Stammers 
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UK Biodiversity Indicators 
Several members of the UK BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) community will have recently been involved in a meeting 
to assess the quality of the UK Biodiversity Indicators – the 5th meeting of the Biodiversity Indicators Forum.  Biodi-
versity indicators can be used to show changes in various aspects of biodiversity, such as the population size of im-
portant species, or the area of land managed for wildlife.  The currently existing set of indicators was selected in 
2006, and was created to help measure progress against the 2010 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) target, 
to ‘significantly reduce the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010’, and also the European Union target to halt biodi-
versity decline. 

 

In October 2010, a new set of ‘20 targets for 2020’ was adopted at the 10 Conference of the Parties (COP10) of the 
CBD, and in parallel, a new European Biodiversity Strategy is currently being prepared and is due for publication in 
May 2011.  In response, it was decided that the indicator set should be re-assessed, to ensure that the indicators 
continue to be based on robust and reliable data; and are relevant to the new international and European goals and 
targets. 

 

The 5th meeting of the Biodiversity Indicators Forum was held in March 2011, and its objectives were:  

• to discuss the quality and relevance of the UK biodiversity indicator set in the light of the adoption of new 
global and European 2020 targets and: 

• to generate options for the development and refinement of the indicator set. 

 

Several of the existing indicators were identified as requiring improvement, and the main issues with these were pre-
dominantly around data security and the sourcing of data in the future, and data quality, particularly surrounding 
modelled data and estimates.  In addition, a comparison of the indicators against the new 2020 targets demonstrated 
that whilst all of the existing indicators can be re-used, for several targets none of the current indicator set are of rele-
vance, and therefore new indicators will need to be created to measure progress towards them.  

 

The forum focussed on just a selection of the key areas identified as requiring development, including: the develop-
ment of ecosystem service indicators; possible indicators of the impacts of climate change; methods of measuring 
the impacts of the UK’s activities elsewhere (‘footprinting’); and ways of creating an accurate measure of 
‘volunteering’ activity relevant to biodiversity.  A number of proposals were put forward about how to develop indica-
tors in these areas further, and some of these will be developed over the next few years to create new indicators.  In 
addition, the meeting highlighted a number of additional areas that will also require development, and it is anticipated 
that further workshops and meetings will be held shortly to address some of these. 

 

The presentations from the workshop, and a summary report, will be available on the JNCC website shortly.  Go to 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=1824 for further details and for more information about the UK biodiversity 
indicator set. 

 

UK BAP website update 
Please note that it was mentioned in the previous issue of Biodiversity News that the UK BAP website was being mi-
grated, and that we anticipated that the new UK BAP website would be up and running by the beginning of April 
2011.  The migration has taken a little longer than anticipated, but the new website should be available at http://
www.jncc.defra.gov.uk/ukbap by the end of April. 

 
For further information, or to provide us with some feedback, please contact: 

UKBAP@jncc.gov.uk 
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Rapid Risk Assessment for Potentially Invasive Plants 
 

Invasive non-native plants represent a small sub-set of the 70,000 
or so non-native plants used by gardeners, foresters, farmers and 
landscapers in Britain. Preventative action and early intervention 
offer our best hope of dealing with invasive non-native plants cost-
efficiently and with least environmental damage, but we must be 
careful not to unnecessarily curb the use of plants in horticulture or 
our productive landscapes.  How can we hope to differentiate be-
tween plants we should worry about and those which are unlikely to 
ever be of concern? 

  

Natural England has just published details of a new Rapid Risk As-
sessment scheme developed by Plantlife to try and separate the 
benign from the potentially invasive. The system is based on a sim-
plified version of the Australian Weed Risk Assessment, a process 
that has been well-received internationally as a tool for identifying 
invasive threats. By recommending a shortlist of plants for which 
the more detailed risk assessment is considered imperative and/or 
prudent and a list of plants for which such assessment is deemed 
currently unnecessary, the Rapid Risk Assessment screening proc-
ess can help policy-makers to prioritise limited resources. It may 
also give land managers advance warning of the non-native plants 
to keep close watch of for early signs of invasive behaviour. Almost 600 plants have been screened using the 
new process and each has been assigned a broad level of invasive threat. The full report ‘Horizon scanning for 
invasive non-native plants in Great Britain’ is now available to download from Natural England's website at: http://
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/threats/nonnativespecies.aspx 

  

Electronic and hard copies of a summary report from Plantlife ‘Here today, here tomorrow? Horizon scanning for 
invasive non-native plants’ outlining the Rapid Risk Assessment and also illustrating some of the key botanical 
sites Plantlife considers to be under threat from invasive non-native plants are available from Plantlife. Email inva-
sives@plantlife.org.uk for a hard copy or download the report from www.plantlife.org.uk/publications.  

 

For more information, contact Sophie Thomas, Plantlife’s Invasives Officer 01722 342756. 



  Events 

50 Contents  -  News  -  Features  -  Local & Regional  -  UK BAP Updates   -  Publications  -  Events 

Spring 

Have a wild weekend in Bristol this summer 
Festival of Nature 18-19 June 

 

The Festival of Nature unleashes the city’s wild side this summer when it returns to Bristol Harbourside, on the 
weekend of 18-19 June. 

The biggest event of its kind in the UK, this festival gives wildlife enthusiasts of all ages the opportunity to ex-
plore, enjoy and get close to the natural world – all free of charge. 

Throughout the weekend there will be loads of free and exciting activities, talks, workshops, films and entertain-
ment. Bristol Aquarium will be showing free IMAX screenings which will give visitors a unique opportunity to see 
fantastic wildlife films on the amazing large-scale dome, and the BBC Natural History Unit will have a special dis-
play of their new 3D technology. Visit the Amphitheatre and explore the Wildlife Bee Garden where you can build 
nest boxes, pick up some seeds and take home plenty of ideas for recreating a wildlife haven in your own gar-
den. Look out for bugs, bats and other creatures and some special visitors.  

 

Other highlights include a contemporary sustainable living show, straight from Olympia in London, and the bus-
tling Festival market packed with traders selling local produce and hot food from across the Southwest. 

 

Please visit www.festivalofnature.org for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Festival of Nature 
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Again a very high standard of entries for the front cover competition—keep them coming! 
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