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Release notes V6.9.3 upgrade 8th December 2006

Release Notes for Recorder 6 v6.9.3 UPGRADE
Contents

This release contains 2 application upgrade kits, one for any version of Recorder 6, and one that contains only the files required if upgrading from version 6.7.2 or later. It also contains the Dictionary Upgrade Kit. 

Changes
The following changes are implemented in this release:
	Item
	Description

	CCN135
	The unused ability to display critical taxa with a red exclamation mark has been dropped, and a new Has_Children attribute has been added to Index_Taxon_Name.  This has resulted in performance improvements in the Taxon Dictionary and when expanding a sample node.

	CCN136
	The standalone install kit is now compatible with existing instances of SQL Express.

	CCN137
	The network install kit is now compatible with existing instances of SQL Express or SQL Server 2005.

	CCN139
	The Import Wizard handling of location names as well as blank determiner cells has been updated.

	CCN143
	There is now a new upgrade kit specifically for dictionary updates, which keeps track of its updates separately to the main upgrade kit.  In addition, both upgrade kits now support zipped Access import files, plus the ability to tag metadata to an update allowing release notes to be dynamically generated.

Furthermore, significant performance enhancements have been made to the Import Wizard.

	CNN144
	Enable the ability to export direct to Microsoft Excel format from the Report output screen (for the Report Wizard and XML Reports). This replaces the Export to Excel Addin.

	Extract Grid Squares functionality
	Automated generation of the grid square list for locations linked to boundaries has been implemented.

	XML Reports Enhancements
	Additional parameter types and functionality described in the TSD has been implemented.

XML reports can now have an associated template.

	Open Report dialog
	The Open Report dialog has been redesigned.

	Enhanced Term Lists
	The Reference Keywords editor is now the Enhanced Termlists screen and it is possible to support more than one list.

	Data Import
	Data import for zip files improved. More accurate reporting of rejects, and tolerates zero values in Changed_Date from Recorder 2002.

	IR10455
	Installation onto existing SQL Servers or MSDE which don’t have SQLDMO pre-installed now works.

	IR11165
	Updating of spatial reference controls now occurs if you link a data entity, such as a sample, to a location then link it to another location.  Previously the first location’s spatial reference would have remained.  If the spatial reference is different to the first location’s reference then selecting a second location does not update the spatial reference.

	IR11223
	Problems with Full Edit (Own Data) users adding taxon occurrences have been fixed.

	IR11224
	Hints on the Reference Keywords screen buttons have been updated.

	IR11253
	The use and expansion of current rucksacks on the Taxon Selection page of the Report Wizard has been fixed.

	IR11262
	The Report Wizard no longer drops records with a second, non-preferred determination.

	
	The Network installation CD now copies the Getting Started guide to the server.

	IR11224
	Hints on keywords editor (now Enhanced Termlists screen) corrected.

	IR11346
	If you import data from a Collections Module system onto a Recorder instance with no Collections Module, then the error that occurred has been fixed.

	IR11789
	In some circumstances it was possible to migrate from Recorder 2002 and end up with multiple base map records. This has been fixed.

	IR11920
	Editing inconsistencies in the Filter dialog for the Report Wizard have been fixed.

	IR11930
	Find on Map now works for addin based spatial reference systems.

	IR12222
	Handling of latin and common names on a record card has been improved.

	IR12280
	The Taxon Search option no longer reverts to Unrestricted when searching on the main Taxon Dictionary window.

	IR12405
	Upgrades now detect and abort if there is a missing script. The user also gets informed if an upgrade is run which does not update the database.

	IR12406
	Handling of Find dialog for locations on Enter a Species Record has been fixed.

	IR12407
	Pressing Enter in the Taxon field on Enter a Species Record now fixed.

	IR12408
	ADO connections can now be used to import data from data sources with spaces in the table name.

	IR12409
	The Determiner attribute in the Report Wizard returns the preferred determiner and does not pick up parts of other determiner names if there is more than one.

	IR12410
	Problems with the Contribute to Scheme email have been fixed.

	IR12411
	Running an XML Report while the Filter Results screen is open is now disabled.

	IR12412
	Merging a custom taxon with a user added name with a system supplied taxon has now been fixed.

	IR12414
	Fixes to the Import Wizard – exceptions on Locations screen and inability to change matches on Abundance Qualifiers have been fixed.

	IR12415
	The upgrade kit now reports correctly when a file could not be copied.

	IR12417
	Handling of location & spatial reference information on record cards fixed.

	IR11575
	Sources filter on Individuals/Organisations in Report Wizard changed to a filter on Individuals (Recorders).

	IR12507 
	Import Wizard – remembered matches for locations are now displayed in green.

	IR12509 
	Rounding errors causing records to be excluded from bounding box reports in the Report Wizard has been fixed.

	IR12513 
	Filter Results screen, Export to Other Formats option image now included in upgrade kit.

	IR12514 
	Crashes that occurred using the Find dialog for taxa on the Import Wizard matching screen have been fixed.

	IR12516 
	Recording biotopes in a column on the Enter Species for a Place record card has been fixed.

	IR12517 
	The Enter a Species Record screen now creates records that are passed validation, consistent with the Enter Species for a Place record card.

	IR12519 
	Scroll bars have been fixed on the Sort Attributes page of the Report Wizard after collapsing a node. Note that this bug may have affected other hierarchies in the application and has been fixed generically.

	IR12521 
	Taxon occurrences no longer lose their preferred determination after using the Merge Data Item tool.

	IR12523 
	The “Is Equal To” and “Does not Equal” options on the Simple Filter dialog now works for long text fields such as comments.

	IR12528 
	Double clicking a report on the Open Report dialog’s hierarchy now runs the report.

	IR12535
	The validation error message reported when the Spatial Reference column on a record card was used to specify a reference outside the location’s grid squares has been corrected.

	IR 12598
	Fixed Contribute to Scheme when no email client installed. Also improved responsiveness of Cancel button during contribution for XML files.

	IR 12619
	Windows disappearing in relation to the Edit Metadata screen have been fixed.

	IR 12583
	Problems with the Simple Filter tool are resolved. Please see the incident in Visual Intercept for full details.

	IR 12620
	“The spatial reference system cannot be recognised” error message when linking polygons to locations has been fixed.

	IR 12621
	The Dictionary Upgrade now works even if the sequence number does not already exist in the Setting table.

	IR 12622
	The Extract Grid Squares button on Location Details is now disabled correctly. The extraction completion message is now clearer if there were no squares extracted.

	IR 12624
	Window title of the Extract Grid Squares dialog fixed.

	IR 12625
	Importing zero values in the Checked_Date field are now considered as nulls. Messages reported in ImportRejects.txt and the application name in this file has been improve/fixed. Also, importing duplicate records is now faster.

	IR 12545
	Location searches on non-preferred names is fixed.

	IR 12546
	Restoring Recorder down from its maximised state no longer results in a minimal sized window.

	IR 12602
	Importing an incompatible zip file now displays a message then closes the Import Wizard.

	IR 12597
	Import Wizard fixed for special characters in the table name for ADO imports.

	IR 12589
	Taxon status attributes in the Report Wizard now produce more consistent results.

	IR 12590
	Using the Record Card no longer creates a default sample if not required by any of the occurrence records created.

	IR 12618
	Report about a place for a specific taxon has been fixed.

	IR 12676
	Caption for filtering for Sources – Individuals in the Report Wizard has been clarified.

	IR 12665
	Sample date validation messages improved.

	IR 12675
	The Import Rejects file now reports the correct application title.

	IR 12677
	Migrating maps from Recorder 2002 to Recorder 6 has been fixed.

	IR 12679
	Export filters now filter correctly for surveys.

	IR 12684
	Map tile selection and cut-in/out issues are fixed.

	IR 12696
	Import Wizard no longer records the substrate against any associated occurrence records created.

	IR 12698
	The Report Wizard now works correctly if all the constraints are turned off.

	IR 12699
	“The item cannot be moved” message when clicking in the Observations hierarchy has been fixed.

	IR 12585
	Problems importing Excel columns with non-standard date formats applied have been fixed.

	IR 12586
	XML Reports fixed if just carriage returns in document at end of each line, as opposed to a carriage return and line feed.

	IR 12596
	Searching from the XML Report parameter entry dialog for Taxa has been fixed.

	IR 12614
	The Open Report dialog default width is now wider.

	IR 12570
	Saving a source record with an apostrophe in the filename has been fixed.

	IR 12571
	Site Status Short Term field now correctly accepts 40 characters.

	IR 12574
	The Delete key press on the map no longer deletes the layer unless the user had just focused an item in the list of layers.


Installation Instructions

To upgrade any version of Recorder 6 to version 6.9.3 download the ‘Upgrade from any version.zip’ available on the Upgrades page of the Recorder Software website at http://forums.nbn.org.uk/recorderWebsite/upgrades.htm. To run the upgrade, unzip the file and double click on RecorderUpgrade.exe. Users already at version 6.7.2 or later can upgrade using the ‘Upgrade from 6.7.2.zip’ to reduce the size of the download. Again, navigate and double click on the RecorderUpgrade.exe file. 
Dictionary Upgrade Kit

This release also contains the Dictionary Upgrade Kit. To run the dictionary update included in this release, open the Dictionary Upgrade Kit folder and double click on DictionaryUpgrade.exe. As this initial update is relatively large, we strongly advise to run this update overnight. 
This initial update requires a large amount of processing power to run and therefore you may receive a message in the title bar of the ‘Recorder Dictionary Upgrade’ window that indicates that the application is not responding. PLEASE DO NOT CANCEL THE UPGRADE AT THIS STAGE. Press Ctrl+Alt+Del and open Task Manager. Under the Applications tab the status of the ‘Recorder Dictionary Upgrade’ will also be displayed as not responding, however, if you click on the Performance tab, the CPU Usage will probably be nearing 100% and the CPU Usage history line will be at the top of the grid box. Unless, the CPU Usage is low and static, the upgrade is still running. If you have a network version of Recorder 6, then you will need to monitor CPU usage both on the server and local machine to check that the upgrade is still running. The upgrade splits it’s time between the two and therefore the local machine may become inactive whilst the server continues to process the upgrade. A message is displayed when the upgrade is complete.
After running the upgrade, ensure that you rebuild the taxon group, name and synonym index in Recorder 6 via Tools – Database Tools.
Dictionary Changes
The species dictionary update provided with version 6.9.3 will bring Recorder 6’s dictionary in line with the Natural History Museum, as extracted on the 15th September 2006.

As part of this update the following new lists have been added to the dictionary (items highlighted in bold are preferred lists):
	TAXON_LIST_KEY
	ITEM_NAME

	NHMSYS0000867109
	COLLEMBOLA Collembola of Britain and Ireland

	NHMSYS0001688402
	BIRDS British Ornithologists' Union categories D and E

	NHMSYS0001706440
	BEETLES Checklist of Beetles of the British Isles (Andrew Duff; http://www.coleopterist.org.uk). 
NB: Work continues on this list and a further update will be provided shortly.

	NHMSYS0001749171
	FEP Guidance 001: Hedgerow Woody Species

	NHMSYS0001770462
	FEP Guidance 007: Plant & Animal Species in the Farm Environment Plan (FEP). Table 3: High Value Arable Margin Indicator Species

	NHMSYS0001770825
	FEP Guidance 007: Plant & Animal Species in the Farm Environment Plan (FEP). Table 2: Species to be recorded in Part 2 of the FEP

	NHMSYS0019998127
	The population status of birds in the UK. Birds of Conservation Concern: 2002-2007

	NHMSYS0000355953
	List of additional names

	NHMSYS0001682672
	Scottish Biodiversity List


Other changes to the species dictionary include:

· Two NHM mollusc lists have been downgraded and their titles updated as they are no longer considered to be preferred lists.
· The preliminary Collembola checklist has also been downgraded as it is no longer considered as preferred.

· The BOU list title has been updated to reflect the changes made within the list.
· The Trichoptera checklist has been upgraded and is now considered to be a preferred list.

· The following lists are no longer considered to be suitable for data entry purposes: Freshwater checklist (obsolete - source unknown), Guidelines for selection of SSSI's, JNCC interpretation of Higher Level Designations, Long list of Globally Threatened/Declined Species (1995), NBN Gateway Vascular Plant Dataset, Passmore-Edwards Museum number, Pink list of British Plants, Species of Conservation Concern list, Red Data Book of European Bryophytes, Red Data Book Vascular Plants (Ireland), Red Data Book Vertebrates (Ireland).
XML Reports Folder

Provided with each upgrade is the XML Reports folder. This folder contains some revised and additional XML reports as follows:
	Report Name
	Provided By
	
	Description

	Count of records entered within a given date range V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Additional
	Displays the count of occurrences (records), per data keyer, entered within a specified date range.

	Count of records made within a given date range V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Additional
	Displays the count of occurrences (records), per recorder, made within a specified date range.

	Find preferred name and key V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Additional
	Displays the preferred name and TAXON_LIST_ITEM_KEY for the taxon specified.

	Record Count V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Additional
	Displays the total number of records (taxon occurrences) within the database.

	Most prolific recorders V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Additional
	Displays the count of occurrences (records) made per recorder

	Detailed Species List V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Revised
	Displays a list of species, with the total count of occurrences, earliest and latest occurrence, as well as any designations.

	Quick Species List (including subsites) V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Revised
	Displays a list of the species recorded (as taxon occurrences) at a given location and its subsites.

	Quick Species List V06-12
	Charles Roper
	Revised
	Displays a list of the species recorded (as taxon occurrences) at a given location.

	Location Summary Report V06-12
	Dorset Software
	Part-revised
	Displays the location type, site hierarchy, description and count of the number of species and biotopes recorded at given location (includes subsite information). Please note that this report replaces the old Location Summary report which is not compatible with version 6.9.3.
NB: Additional work on this report is still required to ensure the correct results are returned. We hope to provide a fully revised version of this report alongside the next version of Recorder 6. 


If you wish to use any of these reports in your copy of Recorder 6, close Recorder 6 and copy and paste the XML files from the XML Reports folder to Recorder 6\User Files\Reports. Each filename includes a version number so that they can be distinguished from existing reports and to ensure that these reports are not accidentally overwritten. The above reports have been kindly provided by Charles Roper of the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre and Dorset Software Ltd. JNCC and the report providers accept no responsibility for these reports, and advise users to test the output of each report to ensure that it is accurate and appropriate to their need.
Other information
How to check Recorder 6 and the dictionary has upgraded
To ensure that the upgrade has run successfully, open Recorder 6 and go to Help – About Recorder 6… Check that the version number has been updated to V6.9.3.102.

If you do have access to the appropriate SQL Server tools, you can also open the NBN database and check that the Settings table contains the following information (note Version and DB Seq):
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The dictionary update runs through the database changes held in the files in the Dictionary Upgrade Kit/Scripts folder. The most recently applied file name (excluding the extension) is stored in the Settings table in a new row where Name = ‘DICT SEQ’.  After you have run the dictionary update included with version 6.9.3, the DICT SEQ ‘Data’ value will be updated to ‘00000003’.

Recorder.ex_
There have been isolated instances where the upgrade has not run on a network installation as the Recorder.ex_ file was not successfully copied across to its destination on the server. This issue will be investigated further and addressed in the next version. In the meantime however, the workaround for this problem is to cut and paste the existing Recorder.ex_ file from the server machine to a temporary location, and then re-run the upgrade by double clicking on the RecorderUpgrade.exe file. The Recorder.ex_ file will then be recreated by the upgrade.
Report Designer
The report designer built within Recorder was originally designed to undertake simple formatting of report output. We would advise users with complex requirements to use other products such as Microsoft Excel or Access to format report output via the ‘Export to other formats’ function. 





























































































